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it to repeat the names of the Lord Krishna. King
Pipaji and his queen went their way until they reach-
ed Gademandal. The tiger repenting of its sins,
gave up taking life and roamed about the forest,
singing the praises of the Lord Krishna. This it
did for seven days, growing gradually weaker and
weaker. At last it died repeating the great god's
name. As a reward for its piety it was born again
as Narsinh Mehta.
His next birth was in A.D. 1414 (St. 1470) in the
small village of Talaja near Junagadh. His father
was a Nagar Brahman called KrisHnamodar. His
mother's name was Dyakor. He had two elder
brothers Jivanram and Narbharam. Krishnamodar
died when his son Narsinh was only three and the
penniless family had to take refuge with his uncle
Parbatdas.
One tale has it that Narsinh Mehta was dumb
until he was eight. One day a wandering Bawa or
minstrel put his hand on the child's head and said,
'Speak the words, Shri, Radha, Krishna.' The
boy's dumbness left him for ever and he spoke the
three sacred words without difficulty. Yet even
though Narsinh Mehta ceased to be dumb, he
remained dull and stupid ; and the family into which
he should have married, broke off the match because
he was so backward. This disaster so affected Nar-
sinh's mother Dyakor, that she died of a broken
heart. When Narsinh was seventeen, he did secure
a wife, a girl called Manekbai from the distant vil-
lage of Una. Not long after Narsinh's marriage
Parbatdas died, leaving the boy dependent on his
brothers, who had now grown to manhood. They
resented the burden, especially as Narsinh, already